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»: Okay.  Is this working right here?  I think so.  So I have known Rita, the interpreter here for a long time and usually, after I am done talking or presenting, Rita regrets interpreting for me.  So I'm going to try to be nice to Rita, but we have wonderful interpreters today and we are thrilled.

Thank you for coming.  My name is Dan Roche and this is incorporating spoken language, outcomes with Deaf culture, the Roche family adventure and we are going to give you a backdrop regarding our family so you have an idea of where the adventure started and where we are headed.  When we get to the point for questions and answers, we are going to ask that you use a microphone and to make sure that the interpreters already.  The interpreters are awesome but they are not bi‑locators yet.  Would you go to the next slide?  Okay.  Our family know our family to look at this is our mother, Wilma, Helen, Luanne, Roche and she is over in this picture standing next to my dad.  Aren't they a lovely couple?  And then you've got little Kathy there and I don't know why Kathy got into so many pictures.  But ‑‑ I want to give you a little bit of background about my mom and dad.  My mother and father were both born ‑‑ our mother and father were both born with normal hearing.  At the age of one, we believe in both cases due to spinal meningitis, they lost their hearing.  My mother went for two and a half years without any meaningful language input or communication with her family until she went to the St. Rita School for the Deaf heard in Cincinnati Ohio.  And that is where they signed with her and when her mother came to visit her after a couple of weeks, my mom did not want to go back to her mom because of that language connection.

(Comment off mic.)

(Laughter)

Well, that is what my mom told me.  So my mom attended St. Rita School for the Deaf Road until she graduated high school from there.  My father, born in 1927, lost his hearing in 1928 and went to Parker Aural School in Chicago and was not successful at that setting.  A couple of years go by and when he was nine years old, he has eight years of language deprivation, missing, whatever.  So there is no meaningful language communication with my father and his family.  They would finger spell like Mike, do you want to ‑‑ I mean look at it was not the best finger in my opinion.

Then at the age of nine, my father transferred to the north side of Chicago to another school where they did sign and for the first time since my father was a baby, he had meaningful language and communication.  So that is the backdrop for the brothers and sisters, the siblings.

There is eight us.  There is me and Steven is right there, raise your hand, Steven.  Chris, Kevin, and Kathy raise your hand.  There is my mother and my sister, Mary and my sister Sophie and our brother Mike who passed away in 1980.  Boy I wish he was here ‑‑ he passed away in 1980.  He was something.  So we are raised, us eight kids in this Deaf culture home, culturally Deaf home.  And you know we had the TTY, the big honking green TTY and we had ‑‑ how did you know it was loud?  I could feel it vibrating.

We had the flashing lights when the phone went off, the whole 9 yards.

And my parents were not ‑‑ in my opinion were not ashamed of their deafness and I think I speak for my siblings, we are extremely proud of my parents to have experience that language deprivation and still raised eight kids and feed us and what have you.  And we had one bathroom, no shower.

(Laughter)

So then we grow up, us eight kids, we grow up and we go onto our own separate lives, what have you.  Kathy becomes an interpreter, very involved in the field with Deaf people and very passionate and she was in Deaf education for a while as well.  So that is the backdrop of Steven and Barb meeting in this very hotel.  This was their first time meeting.

BARB ROCHE:  The first time we met was here 22 years ago.

DAN ROCHE:  Wow!  So then Barb who has no idea about deafness, the crazy Roche family somehow gets smitten by this guy and that is where we pick up the story of the Roche family adventure and, hopefully, at the end we will have time for questions.

STEPHEN ROCHE:  That infamous day 22 years ago we met here, that glorious day 22 years ago we met and we get married and coming from a family of eight children, I thought wouldn't it be wonderful to have eight children and Barb says if you can provide for them, that is fine.  Well, life has a funny way of turning out differently.  So we end up being married for a few years and we did not have children and there was a different issues with that.  So we decided to adopt.  So in 2009 we try to Russia and we adopt Michael over here who is now 11 years old.  And there he is, drooling ‑‑ you can see him drooling over there.  He is from northwest Russia in the Arctic Circle, he wanted me to point that out.  Northwest Russia, near Finland.  So we adopt Michael and we had thought that if we still did not ‑‑ we would like to have more children ‑‑ so we think where can we adopt again?  We started a second adoption process from Russia, but there was some laws that were passed five years ago that barred Americans from adopting from Russia.

So then we thought let's adopt from China.  And the adoption agency said you can adopt from China, but you would only be able to adopt a kid with special needs, with some sort of special needs, some sort of health issue or something.  And they provided us a check list, a long checklist of all of these medical conditions that we would be willing to accept and things like heart condition or six fingers or just a wide range of things.  And we checked off a bunch of them and one of the boxes that we checked was hearing loss or deafness.  And I thought that would be a real easy one for us.  And there is a little part of me, a little part of me that said wouldn't it be cute if we adopted a little Deaf girl or boy?  They said we don't get many Deaf kids.  So we don't know it would happen.  You probably won't happen.  So months go by and I get a phone call and we have a little girl for you.  And her special need was she has hearing loss, maybe profound hearing loss.  So in 2015, we travel to China and this time Lulu is two and a half years old.  And just to back up for a second.  She is close to two years old.  Lulu's a story that on October ‑‑ November 27, 2012, she was found abandoned at a police station in a town called Yulin City southwest China.  There was no note.  They don't know when she was born, but they said she looks like she is a month old so we will say her birthday is October 27.  And so they put her in the adoption database.  So we come to years later.  The middle picture that you see here is the very first day that we got her.  And before we left, I told my mom she might – she might be Deaf and my mom had a little twinkle in her eye.

(Laughter)

Do you understand?  So I asked my mom, "What do we do when we first meet her?  What is the first thing we do?"  And she said, "The first thing you do is tell her name, her sign name ‑‑ and Lulu, her sign name is like a princess, like a sash.  Lulu is named after her grandmother Wilma.  Her maiden name is Luenne.  It is a German name.  And so that is Lulu's name.  And so it is technically Luenne, but we go with Lulu.  So Lulu's ‑‑ Wilma's my mom's sign name is a W.  So naming Lulu after her, we followed the sign name pattern also.  So you will see when we first meet Lulu, there is a little video here that I hope comes through clearly.

So this is Lulu.

(Comment off mic).

So this is minutes after they say, "Here is your kid."  You can hear in the background that there is about 10 children and they are all screaming and crying.  For most adopted a kids, it is a very scary day.  Lulu is the only one who is not a crying.  And I think she is not crying because somebody is communicating with her for the first time.  That is a theory of mind.  I will run this and you can see it is very short.

(Video playing)

»: Hi!  (Kids crying and shouting) .

(Laughter)

So when I look at that, you can do the signing.

(Laughter)

, when I watch this video, I see Lulu looking at my hands.  And I kind of think ‑‑ her communication has just been pointing to things ‑‑ the very first day she was smiling at something like (Cough) Like give that to me and just giving us the cutest smiley face.  And I thought wow!  This is getting really manipulative.

(Laughter)

But I enjoyed it.  It was cute.  So that night, by the end of that, this is about noon.  And by that night she is saying, "Please" and, "Thank you," and, "More" and within weeks ‑‑ and I should back up.

I could tell within minutes that this kid cannot hear a thing.  It is not a hearing loss.  She is totally Deaf and she cannot hear anything.  So we started signing to her and she picks it up like a sponge.  She is learning it quickly.

»: My mama said Lulu is deaf like her.

»: She inherited from me.

STEPHEN ROCHE:  This is the first couple of days in China.  We come home and we come to our house and everyone is they are Lulu.  And it is a very happy moment for all of us and with my mom and with all of us and our Deaf culture in us, there is signing going on everywhere.  Now Barb and I had decided before we even left for China that if she was a candidate for Cochlear Implants, she would get them.  We wanted her to learn and speak and hear, but we also wanted her to be able to talk to her grandmother as well too.  That was an important thing for us.  Lulu has 25 cousins and they all signed to the grandma.  It was important for us to incorporate that.  Little did we know that there was ‑‑ that there was a discussion about signing and speaking with Cochlear Implants.  We had no idea of any of that.  We just thought this kid needs to sign until he gets the Cochlear Implants and then she need to sign and talk with her grandma and that she learns how to talk and listen and understand as well.  So far, Dan?

DAN ROCHE:  I think you are doing great.

STEPHEN ROCHE:  So Dan is Lulu's godfather and he provides free babysitting services for us. Kathy is the godmother so they point us in the right direction.  We get home and Dan says, "You need to sign up for something called early intervention."  And Barbara and I don't know anything about early intervention.  We think that is Dan trying to get us to do something else.

(Laughter)

Always has ideas for us.

BARB ROCHE:  So early intervention ‑‑ Dan helps us sign up for that.  She had balance issues and we did not know why.  She is falling down and tripping and did not know why back then.  So we had somebody come in and help with an interpreter also.  She could not here the sign language and she had to be helped to learn what toys and communicate and physical therapy and all of that.  So we also do a genetic testing during this time because we get hearing aids and we are supposed to test to see if they work and they don't seem to be working very well.  So it was great.  With the sign language, she blossomed and she is communicating and she had no communication for the first two years and a couple of months of her life.  She is picking up concepts and she is blooming and it is great.  But anyway it was a wonderful program for her.  They came in several times a week and she learned a lot.  And by the time she was three years old, she went to preschool.  Okay.  This is still her before preschool.

I am going to give you a little sample of what she was doing.  I am going to back up a second.  So she is going to early intervention and the hearing aids are not working.  So we make an appointment and she has surgery for Cochlear Implants.  She had one put in, in June and another in August.  And so then we are working on with early intervention hearing and listening skills.  So she is how old?

STEPHEN ROCHE:  She is three years and two months and she has been implanted for six months.

BARB ROCHE:  Signing and trying to speak.

(Video playing)

»: The word in the book is "Long."

»:  "Awake."

»: (Baby noises)

BARB ROCHE:  She is trying to say the word.  .

»: (Baby noises) .

»: Yeah!

STEPHEN ROCHE:  I just want to back up for a moment.  Like I said before we went to China, we knew that Cochlear Implants where the route that we wanted to go.  So after we went to the University of Chicago and met with the doctor and we had a surgery date set, then I Skyped my mom, which is a bad idea and tell her over Skype that Lulu is getting Cochlear Implants.  And she started to cry.  I didn't fully understand the Deaf community reaction, thoughts, feelings adequately at all regarding Cochlear Implants so I watched "Sound and fury" the next day and then I understood it a little better.

So then I meet with my mom to talk about this.  And without going into too many details, how can I summarize that?  ‑‑

(Comment off mic).

»:  I feel it is safe to say that my mother had a response that was hers, but she also respected that Lulu was your child.  But she did have her own reaction about what that meant, about how you may have viewed her or others viewed her.

»: At first I was really not happy.

(Comment off mic).

Yes.  Thank you.  And then I respected you as parents, your decision to have her get Cochlear Implants for Lulu and after that, when they left, I cried my eyes out.  But I held it back until they left the house.  But later on I was surprised how if few years later I was surprised how much Lulu gained from that Cochlear Implant.  It is amazing what she can do!  When we were little ‑‑ when I was a little girl, it was quite a different story.  I think you guys have done a wonderful job, mom and dad.

»: Mom, how do you feel like Steven did when he spoke to you?  Do you remember that the things he said to you?

»: I remember.  We did it all standing up.  And it was so hard.  I held back my feelings and my tears and maintained my composure.  And you know what?  Maybe it was God's plan.

DAN ROCHE:  The one thing I want to say about that is Steven told me he decided to FaceTime my mom to tell her and he says, "Hey, Dan I am going to sit down with mom and talk about this.  And you know a lot about the stuff.  How about you come with me?" And I said, "Oh, no.  Oh, no.  That.  That is you and mom."

STEPHEN ROCHE:  The one‑time Dan did not want to talk.

(Laughter)

So shortly after she was implanted, they did they do testing and they found out that Lulu has Ushers Syndrome.  There was no uncertainty that we did the right thing, but it just made us feel even better like this is really going to be what helps this kid, Lulu to speak and talk.  Especially if the blindness of Ushers Syndrome kicks in for her.

(Comment off mic).

So on her third birthday, Lulu goes to John Powers.  And at John Powers, there is speaking and signing everything.  And she was there for year and a half and we decided to move her to Child's Voice.  We think John Powers was the right choice at that time and going to Child's Voice was ‑‑ moving her know that was the right time as well too.  And she has been there for a year and a half and we have seen remarkable progress with her.  And in the transition that Lulu has made there has also been a family transition as well too.  We didn't want to stop signing because like I mentioned before we wanted her to be able to talk to her grandmother.  We did not want signing to get in the way of her speech development.  I don't do any research and I don't understand some of the research and testing out there regarding sign our not signed, but for my family, Lulu had to sign.  We had to think to ourselves how can we make sure that if we are going to sign to her, how do we do it so it doesn't get in the way of her developing speech.

So in talking with the people at school, with Dan and other experts, we realize that if we are going to sign to her, we are going to speak as well.  There is always going to be signing and speak and when we speak to her, as much as possible, look at her, get her to look at us and see us speaking.

BARB ROCHE:  When she was at John Powers, we did not know what Cochlear Implants experience was going to be like for us.  We thought it was going to be pretty easy, that it was going to come easier and it was not as easy sweet thought.  It is a lot of work.  But it is worth it, but it is a lot of work.

So at the time that Lulu was going to John Powers and they did signing and speaking, it was where she needed to be at that time because she was bright!  And she is bright and she can pick up things quickly and sign language came quickly.  And she can learn so many concepts and she was learning and also getting this speech and language.  It was perfect for her because language takes a really, really long time.  It takes a long time to know what a bird sounds like and what a truck sounds like an somebody's voice and what they mean and connecting it all to get together.  She was like a sponge with spine language and learning a lot.  And there was a part where with the Ushers syndrome that she could lose her vision ‑‑ and I can barely talk about that.  But we knew it was important to her to learn how to speak and listen especially ‑‑ when you lose vision, it is quickly.  So we were getting a little concerned that it was taking a long time and she really needed more speech and language and we are praying.  And we are going to hire other speech and language after school and just immerse her as much as we can.  And the principal of our district, we went through hundreds of them at John Powers, are you interested in maybe looking at some other places for preschool?  Like okay.  Where else would she go?  And she brought up Child's Voice and we knew about Child's Voice and Child's Voice is far away from us.  It is a 75‑minute bus ride.  And we are like okay.  We would love to send her there.  It is different.  She has been signing and she is getting this oral language and we can sign at home.  I am a teacher and I used to teach kindergarten and I can teach her everything she needs to know at home and we are signing with her, but I cannot teach her how to speak properly.  I don't know how to do that.  So we go there and we observe and Dan went with us.  He goes with us a lot a of places when it comes to Lulu and we thought this is where she needs to be.  Like what she might be lacking, I can teach at home.  But she needs to be here at Child's Voice and Child's Voice is a place where they don't sign and it is all speech and language.  So Lulu goes there in the spring and her teacher, Ms. Cheryl at the time who has been teaching for like 50 years in the Deaf community at different schools, it is amazing and she goes to the principal and says she is really smart.  I know we are not supposed to sign, but she needs some kind of bridge.  And she was granted to be able to use some sign language to help her and she was working miracles with her.  And Lulu was learning a lot and communicating also through a little bit of sign.  And remember we had a meeting with Ms. Cheryl and she said what is Lulu's brothers name?  And we are like Michael.  And the next day she put a note in the folder and said have Lulu say Michael's' name and the next day she had it down.  And it was just amazing.  It was just amazing!

So I just wanted to bring up that.  For us, we prayed a lot and I feel like Lulu was where she needed to be.  She needed to learn that sign and she was smart and she needed it.  And she needed to be at John Powers ‑‑ and she needed to be in Child's Voice to get really that deep speech and language that we cannot do at home.  So I just wanted to say that.

DAN ROCHE:  When this all started, Barb informed me pretty clearly that she was not going to be talking much at all, but I am glad she changed her mind.  This is at John Powers.  And so they had invited ‑‑ Steve and Barbara invited my mom to come and tell the story at John Powers.  I agreed ‑‑ let's to expand that.  Let's go for it.

So this is really something to watch and just watching the kids, but again, an example of trying to integrate

(Video playing)

Okay.  We are not going to voice the video.

BARB ROCHE:  There really isn't any sound.

STEPHEN ROCHE:  Lulu is signing.  That is a pumpkin mouse and my mom is signing pumpkin, pumpkin, day, mouse.

Sit down, Lulu, sit down.

(Laughter)

They mouse has seven pumpkins.

Yes,  yes.  And Lulu is doing a lot of chattering.  The mouse painted a smiley face on the pumpkin.  Look how happy!  Sit down, Lulu, sit down.

(Laughter)

But to me that is an example of Steven and Barb working to incorporate Deaf culture and try to work out that balance and to see those kids looking at my mom and my mom looking at the kids and I was so glad to see that.

STEPHEN ROCHE:  So it has been a challenge and it has tested our patients, but it has been a lot of fun to work with the Lulu and to get her to speak and to hear and to communicate and we have even incorporated her brother Michael.  He is like a tutor or something like that.  He really helps out a lot.  And one thing about Michael is that when Lulu says something because her speech is not perfectly clear yet, but sometimes Barb and I will look at each other and say, "What did Lulu just say?"  And Michael was says, "Lulu is hungry or Lulu is Thursday."  He can understand what she is saying better than anyone else in the family.  He has done a great job.  This video will show you an example of Michael helping us out.  Michael is going to explain.

»: Okay.  So in this video Lulu ‑‑ either me ‑‑ I will say the word on one of the cards and there are three cards and I will say the word and then she would look over and she will be like which one is it?  And I will be like, “I cannot tell you.”  
And I will try signing to her.  And she has to match the word on the card of like what I said.  So I try to make it fun.

(Laughter)

So she is supposed to shoot the word that I said with the Nerf gun.  Except sometimes like I would say, "Shoot the apple."  And she would shoot me.  And I would be like, "No!" So sometimes it can be kind of hard.

(Video playing)

»: Listen ‑‑ broom.

»: Broom.

»: Sit still.

(Laughter)

BARB ROCHE:  Do you want to explain other things with her that you do?

DAN ROCHE:  Barb, who came up with that game?  The teacher?  How many years did you teach?

BARB ROCHE:  14.

DAN ROCHE:  Okay.  So we are going to ask Michael to talk a little bit about what it has been like to be Lulu's big brother.

»: The truth is I put the Nerf gun in it, in the game.

(Laughter)

Other games, me and Lulu like to play ‑‑ one is like "Splat" and you read the word and you have to keep it if you get it right.  And so the words would have like a piece of colored tape on it.  And that is the splat card.  So you have to put all your cards back in the deck.  You're supposed to have five cards.  It is a vocabulary lesson.

BARB ROCHE:  What else do you do to help Lulu?

»: When I am playing sometimes with her, she will be like, "I want you to get a banana."  And I am going to say, "No.  It is a banana."  And I help correct her.  And sometimes it is really annoying, but also kind of fun.

(Laughter)

And I love to read it to her.  Some nights my mom ‑‑ will sometimes my dad too, they will say, "I want you to read two books to Lulu" and then later, like an hour later I have ended up reading like 10 books to her."  And sometimes I will pick like a 20-page book.  And I say, "Can you pick a small one?"  And she says, "No.  I want this one."

BARB ROCHE:  I was going to say that we also started a Facebook page called, "Signing time with Lulu."  I haven't used it in a long time, but we were doing signing lessons and Michael was doing signing lessons.  Like this is an apple and we would do that.  And a lot a people were on the Facebook page encouraging her and learning also how to sign.  That way when they saw it Lulu, they would know some words.

DAN ROCHE:  We just want to give Kathy and my mom a chance if they wanted to say something, any suggestions for families out there and terms of trying to incorporate sign language along with spoken language outcomes?  Mom, would you like to say anything about that?

»: No.  Everything you said sounds good.

(Laughter)

DAN ROCHE:  Kathy, did you want to add anything?  .

»: I think Steve and Barb would be the first ones ‑‑ do I have to stand up ‑‑ Steven and Barb would be the first ones to admit that I probably have pushed and pushed the signing to the point where we have done it a little bit, but it has all been done because we knew we were all on the same page four Lulu, to throw everything at her so she could have success.  Because for her coming here and having no language and when Steven told me he was going to the airport to pick her up, I said I don't care what you do, give her as much as you can give her.  And look at her success!  And it is continued success.  So partially like for them too, thank you for letting me be a part of it, but it is a huge part that doesn't get enough attention.  But her success, there is a place for it and it develops toward the spoken language and the other things that are going to make her academically at level with her peers.  And give her a greater chance of success for the future.  So for that, I think it is important.

DAN ROCHE:  So I think Steven and Barb, may be where we can go, may be a slide or two ‑‑ maybe give advice for the parents and maybe we will open it up?

BARB ROCHE:  I will go through this period she has even taken piano lessons and she is doing really good and that is a great listening skill so I wanted to put that out there.  This is a sample from Child's Voice probably about five months ago.  Do you want to play it?  See how she is coming along?

(Video playing)

»: We have red, yellow, orange.  What else it?

»: Red, yellow, orange.

»: Good pattern.  Are you ready to listen?

»: Yes.

»: Let's put the orange train next to the grocery store.  What did you do?

»: The orange train next to grocery store.

»: You put the orange train next to the grocery store.  Okay.  Let's try one more ‑‑

BARB ROCHE:  And while he is doing that, I just want to say that I, as a mom, I realize that every child has a different story that has hearing loss, every child does.  And Lulu really needed to sign.  I think sign is important and I think it parents can do it, I think it is important.  But not everybody has the same path as Lulu.  She needed to sign a lot at that age too.  Other children some code can get implanted early.  Maybe their parents don't sign and of are successful.  I am in a group with thousands of people, parents of children with Cochlear experiences.  We need to respect everybody and the parent's decisions for what they make.  I think it is a good idea to teach them a sign I don't think it hurts them.  But we do need to respect the parent's decision.  They are so different.  Some have special needs.  Some don't.  You cannot compare one Deaf child to another.  That is the way I see it.  So I just wanted to say that.

STEPHEN ROCHE:  This is a just the other night.  You can see she is making a lot of progress.  And you can hear she is making a lot of progress

(Video playing)

»: Cat, I saw our bus, I heard, said, I heard that bird.

STEPHEN ROCHE:  We don't have to listen to the whole book.

(Laughter)

But you can see she is making a lot a progress now.  And one thing ‑‑ we are very indebted to all of the professionals that have given us advice from the time we first brought Lulu home.  For us as parents, we have a little bit of an advantage.  Hearing parents who have Deaf children like some are here now, they find out from Doctors that the child is Deaf.  For us, we knew she was Deaf so it is kind of an advantage for us, but we still had a lot to learn.  So we really aren't indebted to all of the professionals and all of the advice that people gave to us.  My mother, Kathy, Dan, it has been quite an adventure.  And again, we feel very indebted to the people at Child's Voice and all of the other educators that she has worked with.  We will open it up for questions.

DAN ROCHE:  I will make it easy on me.

GUEST:  This is Laura.  I am a mom of two Deaf boys and I think you gave them everything.  You gave them language.  Some can have spoken language and some can have sign language and one thing I want parents to know is just because your kids do well with speech or sign, the journey never stops.  You want to connect with other families who have a Deaf and hard of hearing children because maybe they're speech is beautiful but maybe they're reading is a challenge.  Lots of us have work to do.  We all have work to do.  Let's teach everybody out there, it does not matter if they are hearing or hard of hearing or hearing.  Some kids might need some accommodations in school and they might not need it until later.  We have to stay connected because we can help each other.  When they graduate from quote‑unquote EI, graduate when they are three, we have to stay connected all the way through their lives and all the way through their education system.  That is my problem with disconnecting from the system when they graduate quote‑unquote from EI.

GUEST:  I just want to say that I think you guys need to make Sound and Fury 3.

GUEST:  Thank you for that presentation.  That was great and thank you for sharing your story.

My question as a parent is how do you divide up your day at home, like the day‑to‑day?  How does that communication look like?  Does she have half of her day in sign?  Do you guys sign and talk at the same time?  Do you auditory sandwich it?  How do you do that?

BARB ROCHE:  In the beginning, when she had the hearing aids, we were doing all sign before the Cochlear Implants.  When she got Cochlear Implants, we were doing both.  And then at some point we wanted to sharpen up her listening skills and we backed off a little bit on the sign so she would not always be looking at the fingers because that does happen sometimes.  We found ourselves many times naturally signing all the time.  So sometimes we had to remind ourselves that hey right now, let's keep the fingers from moving.  Let's make sure she is really focusing and listening.  You need it all.  So we did that.  We backed off some.  At John Powers she was getting aural and sign all day, and at home, we were trying to do a lot of listening.  When we learned she had a syndrome, we still signed with her today, but at Child's Voice, she gets mainly just oral and not very much sign and at home, we still signed, but it is not all the time.  We have conversations without signing.

STEPHEN ROCHE:  At home, the sign is more to bridge when the speaking and listening is not working.  It is ‑‑ it is really dark at home it is more speaking and listening, but we do use sign periodically as a bridge.  And there are other times were at night when she is in bed and she took her Cochlear Implants offer.  She wears them all day long.  We say good night and then we will sign good night to her.  But it is more speaking and listening with sign as a bridge.  Does that make sense?  And Michael would like to answer.

»: Okay.  At night sometimes at night when I'm reading her book, Lulu will take her Cochlear Implant of right after I'm about to read a book to her.  And she is like "Book" and I say, "Lulu, where are your Cochlear Implants?"  And she is like I don't know.  And I says, "Go put them on."  And she is like, "Okay."  So she puts them on and then I read a book to her and then right after the first book, she takes them off and she is like, "I want one more book."  And then she just leaves them off and she just goes to bed.

STEPHEN ROCHE:  And I want to add that Michael has been proficient in both signing and the spoken language listening skills.  Michael has been a tremendous big brother.

(Applause)

»: I am in EI provider and I have a handful of families who are really want to focus on using sign as that bridge and also develop spoken language.  So what I do know is that the parent skills need to be above their children's and you guys have a beautiful story and you had ears and years and years of experience.  You grew up with sign language.  So it really came naturally for you guys to give that sign language to Lulu.  When I have a family that is hearing, that is never signed a day in her life and they are like trying to put one signed together, like every minute or five minutes or 10 minutes even, do you have any resources, may be Dan do you have those resources?  How can I help?  I can educate those parents and tell them what I need them to do, but how do you really empower them to realize that is the step they have to make?

DAN ROCHE:  Before you answer, I have Karen in the back saying Deaf mentors and Steven and Barb did use a Deaf mentor through early intervention, but Steven and Barb, the question is for you, guys.

BARB ROCHE:  I was the worst signer of all.

(Laughter)

And Steve too, a little bit lacking.  But honestly.

STEPHEN ROCHE:  That is the truth.

BARB ROCHE:  That is the truth.  So the situation for us is different, guys.  It is different.  We have our lovely grandma and we want to communicate to her.  And Steve new sign and we pushed to learn ASL dictionary.  That is why I started that Facebook group for her because I was putting in words of the day, not just for other people, but for myself and Michael and so we learned a lot.  And, of course, they taught us how to sign this.  And when grandma comes, she makes you signed to her.  So she does not give you a break.  I am trying to look at Steve like, help me and she makes me do it.  So she comes for like a week end and I am really good, a lot better after a week.  And then I will slip off a little bit, but we worked at it.

But that is the thing.  It is really difficult.  We had that background, at least Steve did and we had that already in our family.  So it is not as hard, but ASL dictionary, signing times with Rachael Coleman.  There is the Deaf family ‑‑ I cannot think ‑‑ do you know the name, Kathy?  ASL note, that is fantastic too.  Those are just some resources.

(Comment off mic).

GUEST:  This might be a sensitive question and that is okay if you are not ready to talk about it.  But you did mention that the Ushers Syndrome has been in diagnosis and I work in a dual school.  I am curious if you've started to explore options for the vision and meeting this professionals and a that before the loss comes as far as I options and a cane and mobility and those things.

STEPHEN ROCHE:  To be perfectly candid, no.  We hope to not get caught off guard and hope that it doesn't come on too quickly and we have time for that.  We somewhat made the decision that the speech and the language is what we are really going to focus on.  And then she can learn braille or other things later.  Like a lot of things in our journey we are not 100% sure on the exact right thing to do.  But it is our best guess right now, I guess.

DAN ROCHE:  As usual, my sister gets the last word.

»: I just want to add that Steven and Barb do choose to adopt a child with a hearing loss.  And for them they walked into it knowing that there could be a lot of things that happened, unlike most parents find that their child has a hearing loss and so they have this initial emotional process that they go through, grieving, acceptance, and how to do all the right things for their child.  And when it comes to the Ushers it is very parallel to what other parents go through when they learn about their child having a hearing loss.  I don't think you guys are very far off from other people in that regard.  You have done a great job.

DAN ROCHE:  I am biased but I think I speak for my mother and my sister.  We are like a super proud of what Steven and Barb have done.  Think you guys for speaking and thank you guys for your participation.

(Applause)

»: Thank you.

(Applause)
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