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Why Sing?
● Singing provides infants with suprasegmental speech 

patterns from caregivers. 

● Creates language learning opportunities.

● Singing can be apart of a family’s culture.

● Supports development of natural speaking 
patterns.



Why Sing?
● It’s a great way to bond with children.

● When combined with movement, singing supports 
vestibular development.

● Improves speech sounds, breath control, 
volume and rate.



Songs in Daily Routines
Add songs to things you’re already doing: 

● Putting on “brain access devices”
● Brushing teeth
● Shared Reading 
● Bedtime/Swaying/Rocking 
● Getting Dressed
● Diaper Changing  



Checklist for Using Songs During 
Daily Routines:

● Did I use familiar melodies to make up my own song?
● Did I simplify the language or change the vocabulary to match 

my family’s routine?
● Did I incorporate listening and spoken language strategies while 

singing (optimal positioning, auditory closure, repetition, etc.)?
● Did I select one specific aspect of speech to emphasize while 

singing (speech sounds, breath control, pitch, volume, rate, etc.)?
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Putting on Brain Access Devices
Meet “Ed”

● 17 months old 
● Hearing age: 5 months
● Becomes fussy when mom puts on 

hearing aids and glasses 



Putting on Brain Access Devices- “Ed” 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GNoC0xKEbHo


Brushing Teeth 
“Gus”

● 9 months of age
● Bilateral mild sensorineural high frequency hearing loss
● Hearing age: 1 month



Brushing Teeth- “Gus”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i8q4KRjhgdc


Shared Reading
Ethel

● Ethel has Down Syndrome
● Unilateral hearing loss
● 21 months old
● Hearing age: 9 months 



Shared Reading- Ethel

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XrRDDh3qDKo


Bedtime/Swaying 

● 3 months of age
● Hearing age: 2 months 
● Parents have an analytic learning style



Marna’s Unaided Audiogram



Bedtime

Cole, B. E. &  Flexer, C. (2011). Children with Hearing Loss Developing Listening and Talking. San Diego: CA: Plural 
Publishing.



Bedtime

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=handyKgT7QQ


Getting Dressed
Hana

● Microtia and atresia of the left ear
● 12 months old
● Device retention is a challenge 



Getting Dressed-Hana

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l3PMJrZluYM


Diaper Changing  
Marna

● 4 months of age
● The movements in this song include things the physical 

therapist is also doing



Diaper Changing

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WkJmfhIuO04


Environmental Sounds
“Ed”

● 17 months old 
● Hearing age: 5 months
● Family has a grandfather clock that goes off 

every 15 minutes



Environmental Sounds- “Ed”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dxKonMXZmEI


The Sky's the Limit
Cruze 

● 13 months old
● Hearing age: 10 months 
● Mild to moderately-severe sensorineural 

hearing loss



Cruze 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RdAYrPL90po
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