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CHOICES FOR CHILDREN
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● Early Intervention program 
serving children birth to three in 
Pennsylvania

● Teachers provide objective 
information, advocacy, and 
language training to parents of 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing children



Program Beginnings
Professional Learning Community



History of the Program
● American Sign Language Club-

the basics
● Recognizing a need
● More than a diagnosis
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DEAF COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

● It is important for the medical 
community to be sensitive to the 
Deaf community

● Giving student-doctors the 
opportunity to become well-rounded 
physicians
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PARENT PERSPECTIVE

● Physicians that connect with 
families emotionally are valuable 

● This impacts the comfort level 
parents have for their child’s 
medical care
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“ Parents want to be heard and 
understood by their doctors.
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WANT TO KNOW MORE?
Contact us with your 
questions



CONTACT INFORMATION

Mary Ann Stefko
mstefko@thescrantonschool.org

Kevin McDonough
kmcdonough@thescrantonschool.org

Shelley Zelei
mzelei@wpsd.org 
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Matt Busch
mbusch@som.geisinger.edu

Lisa Lopatofsky
lopatofsky.lisam@gmail.com

Johnine Bickauskas
johninemail@gmail.com

Tara Nikou
tnikou@wpsd.org
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