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LO1: 
Language Acquisition

Diane Lillo -Martin



Language acquisition with accessible input
● Unconscious, automatic process

● Children are sensitive to patterns in the input

● Requires meaningful interactions
○ With parents, siblings, peers

● Does not require  explicit  t eaching

● Very similar path for spoken languages and sign languages

(Chen Pichler et al. 2018; Hoff 2014)



When input is difficult to access
Infants miss out on crucial early experiences

○ Discovering the patterns contained in 
natural language expressions

○ Linking words to their meanings

○ Communicating effectively with their 
caregivers

(Levine et al. 2016)



Once accessible input is received 

● Great progress may be made!

● But effects of delayed access to 
language continue to be seen

○ In language

○ In cognitive development

○ In school readiness and 
success

(Carrigan, Shusterman & Coppola submitted; see also Hrastinski & Wilbur 2016; Mayberry & Kluender 2018)



LO2: 
Advantages of Bimodal Bilingualism
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Bimodal

Accessible input in two 
modalities, signed and spoken

Eventual goal: two natural 
LANGUAGES

Bilingualism



Advantages of bimodal 
bilingualism

Spoken English 
development* by DHH 
children with CI and early 
exposure to fluent signing 
equalled or surpassed that 
of oral -only deaf children 
with CI. 
* Covered general language skills, 
vocabulary, syntax, phonological 
awareness, articulation.

(Davidson et al. 2014)

Early sign language 
supports spoken 

language development



Advantages of bimod  
bilingualism

On-time early 
development despit  

delay in spoken 
language input

Sign language input enables  
the earliest stages of 
development to begin even 
before DHH children have 
access to spoken language. 
The rate of ASL vocabulary 
growth for DHH children 
whose hearing parents 
exposed them to ASL before 
6 months is similar to that of 
native -signer Deaf children.
(Caselli et al. 2021)



Advantages of bimodal 
bilingualism

A bimodal bilingual 
environment is both a least -
restrictive AND language -
rich environment, 
maximizing communication 
options and empowering 
the child to choose the 
language that works best 
for them in each situation.

(Clark et al. 2020)

Language 
opportunities: 
More is more



LO3: 
Visual Communication
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Why Visual Communication Strategies

(Holcomb et al., 2011)



Visual Communication Strategies 

Eye Contact Sign on Book

(Gale, 2020; Schleper, 1997)



How Do Deaf Families Engage in Joint Attention

Sequential Pattern Follow Child’s LeadTime to Explore

(Gale & Schick, 2009)Video used for educational purposes and not for distribution 

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1ovGzxuyrUgCtCS-nK4QnUpeyZEwIA3TX/view
http://drive.google.com/file/d/1XEhUKERQn9LxwWliNYS5P0eNMJuc2pQr/view
http://drive.google.com/file/d/1d-ADFk8-Ty_A_Nhg1CJOJdRjBTaoazFU/view


Visual Communication Resources

https://clerccenter.gallaudet.edu/national-resources/learning/learning-opportunities/online-learning/fifteen-principles-for-reading-to-deaf-children.html

https://hopepubl.com/product/deaf-mentor-curriculum/
http://deaf-mentor.skihi.org

https://clerccenter.gallaudet.edu/national-resources/learning/learning-opportunities/online-learning/fifteen-principles-for-reading-to-deaf-children.html
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Thank you!  Questions?  



Poster Session



Check out our family-friendly video textbook 
on sign language acquisition!

●Streaming online content in ASL and English 
●Covers research on :

○ child sign language acquisition 0 to 5
○ acquisition in diverse contexts
○ bimodal bilingualism
○ adult sign language L2 acquisition

●Available from Gallaudet University Press at 
https://signlanguageacquisition.com/

●All author royalties are donated to the Nyle 
DiMarco Foundation
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https://signlanguageacquisition.com/
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A 1-credit Professional Studies course offered by Gallaudet University (PST 375)

For more information: https://www.gallaudet.edu/center-for-continuing-and-online-education/learning-language

https://www.gallaudet.edu/center-for-continuing-and-online-education/learning-language
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