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e Parent of DHH Plus adult
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Why are we involved?

“I wish that | had trusted my instincts
as a parent and listened to what |
knew was healthiest for our family.
| would have done things differently if |
had actually believed in myself and my
ability to parent my own child.”




Who Created this Guide

e This Guide was developed by the Early
Hearing Detection and Intervention (EHDI)
Parent to Parent Committee, which is a
national, interdisciplinary, interagency/
Inter-organizational and diverse parent/
professional group.

® This committee is open to anyone who is
Interested — professionals, parents, DHH

adults.
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https://www.handsandvoices.org/resources/pubs/DHH-Plus_connecting-families.pdf

Terminology

 DHH Plus: For the purposes of this document, this
term refers to children who experience different
hearing levels and may have additional
considerations adding to complexities in support
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social-emotional in nature.

« Other designations/terms we want to acknowledge
are Deaf Disabled, Deaf/hard of hearing Disabled,
Deaf Plus, Deaf/hard of hearing Plus, deaf with
disabilities, DeafBlind and others.



Guide’s Purpose

* To ensure the family knows how, where, and why to access
expertise, resources and information for their child who is DHH
Plus.

* To share information about the benefits and availability of
connections to other families and adults who are DHH Plus, so
families know they are not alone.

* To assert a family’s right to have high expectations for their child.



Guide’s Topics

« Topic 1: Identify and Prioritize Needs

* Topic 2: Language Development

« Topic 3: Who is on our Team? Benefit from Different Specialists for Different Needs
» Topic 4: Family to Family Support and DHH Individuals to Family Support

» Topic 5: Social-Emotional Development and Identity

« Topic 6: Parent Self-Care

» Topic 7: Educational Advocacy

Areas to Explore Within Each Topic

e \What this means to me
e Things to think about

e \Wherel can learn more



Example of Content - Topic 3: Who Is On Our Tean

TOPIC 3: WHO IS ON OUR TEAM? BENEFIT FROM
DIFFERENT SPECIALISTS FOR DIFFERENT NEEDS
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Tips for Sharing the Guide

Professionals & Parent/DHH Leaders:
Share Guide with individual families
Host an event for DHH Plus families
Add to your website/packet for new parents

Distribute on social media and newsletters

Encourage families to join DHH Plus
Parent groups

ldeas???



https://www.facebook.com/groups/deafhardofhearingplus/

“It’'s very important to keep positive people in your
circle and people that have already been down the
road you are traveling. Demonstrate what your child
CAN do rather than letting people tell you what they
CAN’T do so assumptions are not made about your

child without asking first!”

- DHH Plus Parent



Next Project

Fathers Task Force

» Create handout for new fathers from experienced
fathers

 Already halfway through the project
e Sign up to get updates:

* email Candace Lindow-Davies or Sara Kennedy




Past Projects

Questions You May Want to Ask Your Child’s...Audiologist, ENT,
Geneticist, etc.

Decision Guide to Communication Choices

Making a Plan for Your Child: IFSP Considerations for Children who
are D/HH

A Community of Support: Connecting Families of Children who are
D/HH with Individuals who are D/HH



https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/hearingloss/freematerials.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/hearingloss/freematerials/commdecisionguide3508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/hearingloss/freematerials/PlanforYourChild.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/hearingloss/freematerials/PlanforYourChild.pdf
https://www.handsandvoices.org/resources/pubs/connecting-fams-guide.pdf
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mberke@csdf-cde.ca.gov
Teri Urban

vahandsandvoices@gmail.com
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