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Purpose of Session

• Describe the 2014 DEC recommended practices (RPs) and explain how 
they align with the JCIH goals for intervention for young children who 
are deaf or hard of hearing

• Share resources that include the DEC RPs and the Early Childhood 
Technical Assistance Center (ECTA) practice improvement tools and 
resources.

• Explain the DEC RP Ambassador program and provide information on 
how to access regional ambassadors



Goals and Outcomes 
• Participants will . . . 

• Understand how the JCIH goals and DEC 
recommended practices are aligned

• Understand family centered practices from 
a parent perspective

• Recognize practices that improve 
collaboration and teaming

• Identify practices that improve interaction 
and instruction for young children

• Access practices and resources that support 
language acquisition and development, 
empower families, and increase 
engagement with young children 



What is the 
Joint 

Committee 
on Infant 
Hearing?

http://www.jcih.org/posstatemts.htmhttp://www.jcih.org/default.htm



Early Intervention promotes 
better linguistic outcomes 
including effects in . . .

- Vocabulary develop
- Receptive language
- Expressive language
- Syntax
- Speech production
- Social emotional 

development

Purpose of EI – to achieve optimal 
child and family outcomes.

Referrals should be made within 7 
days of diagnosis

Referrals should not be deferred 
until audiologic diagnostic 
evaluation and hearing aid fitting 
are completed.



JCIH 2013 Supplement to the 2007 Position Statement:
Principles and Guidelines for Early Intervention Following Confirmation That a Child is Deaf or Hard of 
Hearing http://www.jcih.org/JCIH-2007-Position-Statement-Supplement.pdf

• All Children who are DHH and their families have . . . 
• Timely access to EI that are family-centered
• Access to service coordinators with specialized knowledge and skills related to working with 

individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing
• Work with highly qualified professionals
• Intervention services for ASL are from native or fluent providers
• Intervention services for LSL are from skilled and knowledgeable providers
• Children with complex needs have professionals qualified
• Services are from culturally competent providers
• Intervention includes appropriate progress monitoring
• Appropriate monitoring and timely and appropriate follow up
• Families will have access to family supports from appropriately trained individuals
• Families will have access to support, mentorships and guidance from individuals who are DHH

http://www.jcih.org/JCIH-2007-Position-Statement-Supplement.pdf


Family Centered 
Practices

• Family-centered principles are a set of principles 
based on beliefs and attitudes that shape program 
philosophy and behavior of personnel as they 
organize and deliver services to children and families.

• Related terms of family centered practices
• Strengths-based
• Consumer-driven
• Family systems
• Family support
• Empowerment
• Proactive service delivery
• Competency-focused
• Partnerships
• Collaborative relationships
• Family-driven



What is DEC?

https://www.dec-sped.org/organizational-
structure

https://www.dec-sped.org/organizational-structure


What are the DEC 
Recommended 
Practices (RPs)?
https://www.dec-sped.org/dec-recommended-
practices

• DEC Recommended Practices are a DEC initiative that bridges the gap between research and 
practice, offering guidance to parents and professionals who work with young children who 
have or are at risk for developmental delays or disabilities.

• Practices specifically identified through research to promote positive outcomes for young 
children who have or are at risk for developmental delays/disabilities and that support and 
empower their families in accordance with the DEC/NAEYC (2009) position statement on early 
childhood inclusion

• Early childhood inclusion embodies the values, policies, and practices that support the right of 
every infant and young child and his or her family, regardless of ability, to participate in a 
broad range of activities and contexts as full members of families, communities, and society 
(DEC Joint Position Statement, 2009, p.2). (https://www.decdocs.org/position-statement-
inclusion)

https://www.dec-sped.org/dec-recommended-practices
https://www.decdocs.org/position-statement-inclusion


DEC Recommended Practices

The Division for Early Childhood 
provides guidance on early 
intervention and early childhood 
special education practices related 
to better outcomes for young 
children with disabilities and/or 
delays, their families and the 
personnel who serve them.
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Meet Lainey

Lainey is a two-year-old girl living in 
North Carolina with her parents. She 
attends a local childcare. Lainey was 
diagnosed with bilateral severe-
profound sensorineural hearing loss 
at 6 weeks old. She received 
bilateral cochlear implants at 10 
months old. She receives bi-weekly 
visits from an Early Intervention 
Teacher of the Deaf to her home and 
childcare.











Who is ECTA?

The Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center (ECTA) is a national 
technical assistance center funded cy a cooperative agreement with the 
Department of Education’s Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP). 
ECTA  supports state Part C and Section 619 programs in developing high-
quality early intervention and preschool special education service systems, 
increasing local implementation of evidence-based practices, and 
enhancing outcomes for young children with disabilities and their families.

https://ectacenter.org/about.asp

https://ectacenter.org/about.asp




Performance checklists help 
practitioners improve their skills, plan 
interventions, and self-evaluate their 
use evidence-based practices.

Practice guides 
for practitioners and families explain 
the practices and how to do them 
using videos and vignettes, and also 
describe how users will know if 
practices are working. 

Each of these products is available in 
both English and Spanish.

https://ectacenter.org/decrp/

https://ectacenter.org/decrp/type-pgpractitioner.asp
https://ectacenter.org/decrp/type-pgfamily.asp
https://ectacenter.org/decrp/




Performance Checklist Instructions



Practice Guides for Practitioners
Description of the Practice

Performing the Practice

Illustrative vignette

Recognizing success

Video example of the Practice



Mobile 
Access for 
Practice 
Guides



Practice Guides for Families
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Description of the Practice

Performing the Practice

Illustrative vignette

Recognizing success

Video example of the Practice



Practice Guides in 
Spanish



aRPy Ambassador 
Program: 

A unique Partnership
A unique partnership between the ECTA Center, DEC and the Regional 
B Parent Technical Assistance Center at Parent to Parent of Georgia 
(on behalf of the Parent Center Network). The aim is to bring 
awareness to the DEC Recommended Practices, support the 
dissemination anduse of te practices by practitioners and families, 
and promote associated Practice Improvement Tools.



aRPy Ambassador 
Program

Accessing regional ambassadors

https://ectacenter.org/decrp/arpy_amb
assadors.asp

https://ectacenter.org/decrp/arpy_ambassadors.asp




Resources from Division for Early Childhood (DEC) 
and the Early Childhood TA Center (ECTA)

• DEC Recommended Practices

• The DEC Recommended Practices were developed to provide guidance to practitioners and families 
about the most effective ways to improve the learning outcomes and promote the development of young 
children, birth through five years of age, who have or are at-risk for developmental delays or disabilities.
https://www.dec-sped.org/dec-recommended-practices

• ECTA Practice Improvement Tools

• The Practice Improvement Tools help practitioners implement evidence-based practices. They are based 
on the Division for Early Childhood (DEC) Recommended Practices. These tools and resources guide 
practitioners and families in supporting young children who have, or are at-risk for, developmental delays 
or disabilities across a variety of early childhood settings.

• https://ectacenter.org/decrp/

https://www.dec-sped.org/dec-recommended-practices
https://ectacenter.org/decrp/decrp.asp
https://ectacenter.org/decrp/


Resources from DEC and ECTA Center

Practice Improvement Tools

https://ectacenter.org/decrp/

Performance Checklists (English and Spanish)

https://ectacenter.org/decrp/type-
checklists.asp

https://ectacenter.org/decrp/type-
checklists-sp.asp

Practice Guides for Practitioners (English and Spanish)

https://ectacenter.org/decrp/type-pgpractitioner.asp

https://ectacenter.org/decrp/type-pgpractitioner-
sp.asp

Practice Guides for Families (English and Spanish)

https://ectacenter.org/decrp/topic-family.asp

https://ectacenter.org/decrp/type-pgfamily-sp.asp

https://ectacenter.org/decrp/
https://ectacenter.org/decrp/type-checklists.asp
https://ectacenter.org/decrp/type-checklists-sp.asp
https://ectacenter.org/decrp/type-pgpractitioner.asp
https://ectacenter.org/decrp/type-pgpractitioner-sp.asp
https://ectacenter.org/decrp/topic-family.asp
https://ectacenter.org/decrp/type-pgfamily-sp.asp


Thank You!
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