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Sara’s Story

BILOXI MUNICIPAL SEPARATE SCHOOL DISTRICT
SPECIAL SERVICES
MICHEL EDUCATION CENTER
P. 0. BOX 168 ~ BILOXI, MISSISSIPPI 39533

TELEPHONE 435-4548
VLR

Dear Parent:

Your child, oNa- @W, has failed

his/her hearing screening at school. Please make him/her
an appointment for an audiological examination. This can
be done either by a private audiologist at your own expense,
at Keesler AFB ENT Clinic, phone number 377-6287, (if you
are eligible for services there), or free of charﬁe at
Harrison County Training Center for Exceptional Children

in Gulfport, phone number 863-0583.

Enclosed you will find your child's screening sheet.
Please take this with you when the audiological examin-
ation is done so that the audiologist can see what your
child's hearing level was at school.

Please have the audiologist send his report to:

da Fosett; r.x.
Michel Education Center
P. 0. Box 168
Biloxi, MS 39533

If you have any questions, please feel free to call
me at your child's school.

Thank you,

//wﬁ;%%

School Nurse

Enclosure



Involvement of DHH Adults

Uniquely qualified to:

 Provide families with a positive and hopeful perspective
» Day to day experiences with a hearing difference

360 degree support

Safe place to ask questions

Models effective communication

Connect with social-emotional experiences




“AUTHENTICITY is not
about telling all
—or telling all at once.
It’s about making wise
decisions
about HOW and WHEN
to tell WHAT to WHOM”

—HarrietLerner
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Supporting Identity
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Communication Priority Pyramid

» Foster each child’s ability to A O
connect to others and the world %
oo Y

around them

« |dentify the unique strengths and 47
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Input = Output? / Output = Input?




Not Necessarily...
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What does this look like?

Emma

+ Communicates fluently with expressive spoken language
» Understands most information with listening

» Prefers ASL in addition to listening in difficult listening
situations




What does this look like?

Aaron

» Understands using primarily listening
» Uses ASL expressively

* Has an additional diagnosis of childhood apraxia of
speech




What does this look like?

Laura

« Communicates fluently with expressive spoken
language
» Understands most information with listening

» Understands some ASL, prefers audibility first and
then real-time captioning




Biases/Assumptions

» “But you speak so well”

» Spoken language “success”

* Not “deaf” enough

« “Passing” as typical hearing/assimilation
 |t’s “just” mild




Listening Fatigue

I \

’
From Davis et. Al. (2020) E —F

» Additional attention, concentration, and effort ®
needed to overcome auditory deficits can be
significant, resulting in reports of increased stress and
fatigue for adults with hearing loss

» Negative impacts on work performance and quality of :
life 4 o
» Exacerbated when listening demands are intentional

and sustained over an extended period of time (long
work day, meetings, extended social outings)

» Additional fatigue can be added by the continued
need to advocate for oneself




Accommodations/Supports

* Visual access when needed
» Captions, clear masks, ASL support

« Accommodations for listening fatigue
* Remote microphones




Final Thoughts
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Thank you!

sara.robinson@childrenscolorado.org
allison.cunningham@childrenscolorado.org
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