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QUESTION FOR YOU

“I was born Deaf. I grew up Deaf. I spent 
my adulthood Deaf, and now I am 
enduring mid -life Deaf, and I will die 
Deaf. So, who is the expert on being 
Deaf -- the audiologist, doctor, or me?”

(Rems-Smario, 2016)



Deaf Infants and Children are Future Deaf Adults

Deaf people have lived experience growing up in both the educational and medical systems.



Deaf Community Cultural 
Wealth (DCCW)

(Fleischer, et al., 2013; Yosso, 2005 )



Critical DCCW Resources:

1) Education Capital
2) Trauma Knowledge Capital

(Fleischer, et al., 2013; Rems -Smario 2020; Yosso, 2005 )
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Before 1900s 
Oral Education 
movement, Deaf 
schools and 
DCCW 
resources were 
interconnected.
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DCCW: Deaf Community Cultural Wealth
Deaf People’s Knowledge, Expertise, & Contributions

1) Deaf Educators’ DCCW is underutilized in the EHDI system. 

1) Majority of Deaf children and their families do not have access to 
Deaf educators and professionals’ DCCW. 

1) Deaf educators always welcome hearing allies who value their 
DCCW.



Deaf People’s Familial Expertise

1) Language -rich activities 
that make Deaf children 
feel included.

1) Effective literacy and 
reading strategies. 

1) Brings awareness about 
Family Dinner Syndrome

1) Family friendly Deaf 
community events with rich 
language access for Deaf 
children.

DCCW
Familial
Capital

The Deaf community’s 
familial capital can 

help families construct 
a positive view of their 

Deaf child. 

(Fleischer, et al., 2013; Rems -Smario 2020; Yosso, 2005 )



FAMILIAL CAPITAL

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GE2VuQogn_4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xImtna_gv-Q


Deaf People’s Linguistic Expertise
Early language acquisition
1) Joint glance
2) Rhymes
3) Puns
4) Handshapes activities
5) Games 
6) Storytelling

Vocabulary development & 
expansion

Literature (books and storytelling)

Interactive language activities 

Resources to overcome language 
deprivation (LEAD -K)

DCCW
Linguistic

Capital
Deaf educators are 

exceptionally aware of 
Deaf children’s visual 
and tactile needs for 

early language 
opportunities

(Fleischer, et al., 2013; Rems -Smario 2020; Yosso, 2005 )



LINGUISTIC CAPITAL

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HJ6OBX-KWvI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M61QGjPcTX4


SIGNED LANGUAGES & DCCW

ASL, LSM, and Black ASL are rooted in 
DCCW. 

Signed languages are from Deaf 
communities.







Fall 2019 
SB 210 DRDP DATA

Desired Results Developmental 
Profile (DRDP) 

96.7%
Deaf Infants at age 
expectation 

57.5% 
Deaf Preschoolers 
at age expectation

(California Department of Education, 2020))



Language Acquisition for Deaf Infants & Young 
Children

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-eQPRjjoTMA


SB 210 Hitos del desarrollo del lenguaje
Estos Hitos del desarrollo del lenguaje fueron desarrollados por el comité del Proyecto del Senado 210 para niños sordos  
con problemas de audición, desde recién nacidos hasta los cinco años de edad.

El primer año
Durante su primer año, los bebés observan, aprenden y absorben el lenguaje que los rodea. A pesar de que los 
bebés no siempre hablan o indican con señas demasiado durante este primer año, ellos absorben todas las 
palabras que usted les dice o le indica con señas, ¡así que asegúrese de hablarle y hacer indicaciones con señas a 
su bebé todo el tiempo!

0 - 3 meses
● Su bebe mira a su alrededor y está atento a las caras de las personas.
● Su bebé sonríe cuando lo ve a usted.
● Su bebé muestra conciencia del entorno.
● Su bebé reconoce y responde a la voz de una persona o al movimiento o la luz.

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ss/dh/sb210langmilestones-spa.asp

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ss/dh/sb210langmilestones.asp

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ss/dh/documents/sb210-pamplet.pdf (California Department of Education, 2022 )

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ss/dh/sb210langmilestones-spa.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ss/dh/sb210langmilestones.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ss/dh/documents/sb210-pamplet.pdf


Deaf People’s Education Expertise

1) Offer “Can -Do” approaches, 
dismantling deficit model of 
deafness

1) Incorporate sense of community 
and DCCW values.

1) Provide accessible educational 
opportunities

1) Instill DCCW resources which 
naturally comes with the 
curriculum

1) Share lived experience as Deaf role 
models in all aspects of education

1) Network with Deaf individuals as 
part of their aspirational capital

DCCW
Education

Capital
De a f Ed u c a t o r s  h a ve  c r it ic a l 
DCCW kn o wle d g e  a n d  De a f 

Ed u c a t io n  e xp e r t is e  a s  
t e a c h e r s , p r o fe s s io n a ls , a n d  

a d m in is t r a t o r s .

Als o , m o s t   o f t h e ir  c h ild h o o d  
t r a u m a s  o c c u r r e d  in  t h e ir  

e d u c a t io n  s e t t in g s .

(Fleischer, et al., 2013; Rems -Smario 2020; Yosso, 2005 )



Deaf People’s Aspirational Expertise

1) Social capital for Deaf people is 
a gathering of Deaf people 
where being Deaf is 
empowering, not limiting.

1) Through Deaf adults, families 
gain access to the Deaf 
community exposing them to 
shared strategies for navigating 
through life situations, which is 
one of the benefits of social 
capital.

1) Deaf children and their families 
often benefit from Deaf role 
models, Deaf mentors, and Deaf 
coaches. 

DCCW
Aspirational

Capital
Th e  a s p ir a t io n a l c a p it a l g ive s  

De a f c h ild r e n  t h e  a b ilit y t o  
m a in t a in  h o p e s  a n d  d r e a m s  

fo r  t h e  fu t u r e . 

It ’s  a  s o u r c e  o f m o t iva t io n  
a n d  in s p ir a t io n  t o  a im  h ig h  
d e s p it e  t h e  s t e r e o t yp e s  a n d  
d e fic it  t h in kin g  t h e  s o c ie t y 
h o ld s  a b o u t  De a f p e o p le .

(Fleischer, et al., 2013; Rems -Smario 2020; Yosso, 2005 )



EDUCATION CAPITAL:

EXAMPLE:

Deaf Professionals’ 

creative approach 

during  COVID -19

situation. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DyXArzj9CmU


ASPIRATIONAL
CAPITAL
Deaf role models 

1) Troy Kotser
2) Lauren Ridloff
3) Claudia Gordon
4) Marlee Matlin  
5) Nyle DiMarco 
6) Melody Stein 
7) Leah Hernandez -Katz

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YWMAgc7Cyjw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eOz-eASD4W0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FuIzHcs0gOY


MORE ASPIRATIONAL CAPITAL

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VaGSspTZY90
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0YtFdS90EKc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n9qOHKETGtc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U_Q7axl4oXY


Deaf People’s Resistant Expertise

1) Resistant capital help to 
create resiliency as Deaf 
people. 

1) Deaf people’s resistance 
capital is strongest when 
built from within the Deaf 
communities. 

DCCW
Resistant
Capital
De a f p e o p le ’s  

kn o wle d g e  a n d  s kills  
fo s t e r e d  t h r o u g h  

o p p o s it io n a l b e h a vio r  
t h a t  c h a lle n g e s  

in e q u it y a n d  
in e q u a lit y.

(Fleischer, et al., 2013; Rems -Smario 2020; Yosso, 2005 )



Deaf Californians’ Accumulative Wealth of Resistant Capital

1900s: ORAL EDUCATION 
MOVEMENT

1975: (PL) 94-142 & 
COCHLEAR IMPLANTS

1998: CALIFORNIA’S
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Products of Resistant Capital:
National Association of the Deaf & National Black Deaf Advocates
California Association of the Deaf
Deaf President Now Protest
California Coalition of Agencies Serving Deaf & Hard of Hearing 
Deaf Child’s Bill of Rights & Video Relay Services
California School for the Deaf Riverside 
California Department of Education Deaf Education Unit
California’s Bilingual Education Movement (ASL and English)
LEAD -K’s SB 210 Language Milestones & LEAD -K Family Services
California LEAD -K Family Services

(Fleischer, et al., 2013; Rems -Smario 2020; Yosso, 2005 )



Deaf President Now is a watershed moment for Deaf 
Resistant Capital

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S63Fe1UxNpI


Deaf People’s Navigational Expertise

SIMPLE:
Navigational capital can be 
as simple as knowing how to 
order a latte from Starbucks, 
how to live every day at home, 
and how to drive a vehicle.

COMPLEX: 
Deaf children learn from Deaf 
adults’ navigational skills to 
use in their own lives with “can 
do” attitudes.

DCCW
Navigational

Capital
Navigational capital 

includes Deaf people’s 
skills and abilities of 

maneuvering through 
social institutions and 

spaces not designed for 
Deaf people.

(Fleischer, et al., 2013; Rems -Smario 2020; Yosso, 2005 )



NAVIGATIONAL CAPITAL

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PRi89x1cC-M
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0YcGev7B5AA


Deaf People’s Social Expertise

Social capital for Deaf people is 
a gathering of Deaf people 
where being Deaf is 
empowering, not limiting.

1) Through Deaf adults, families 
gain access to the Deaf 
community exposing them to 
shared strategies for navigating 
through life situations, which is 
one of the benefits of social 
capital .

1) Deaf children and their families 
often benefit from Deaf role 
models, Deaf mentors, and Deaf 
coaches. 

DCCW
Social 

Capital
Ne two rks  o f De a f 

p e o p le  a n d  c o m m u n ity 
r e s o u rc e s  t h a t  p ro vid e  

in s t ru m e n ta l a n d  
e m o t io n a l s u p p o r t  t o  

n a vig a t e  t h ro u g h  
s o c ie ty’s  in s t it u t io n s . 

(Fleischer, et al., 2013; Rems -Smario 2020; Yosso, 2005 )



SOCIAL CAPITAL

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G5htMIBhdGk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bDFxr6dMJUE


Deaf People’s Trauma 
Knowledge Expertise
Deaf professionals experienced 
traumas including language 
deprivation, struggles with 
identity development, and social 
isolations at home and school.  

Deaf professionals understand 
educational approach and 
DCCW strategies for “Whole Deaf 
Child” model to prevent short 
and long term harm to Deaf 
children. 

DCCW
Trauma 

Knowledge 
Capital

De a f e d u c a t o r s  u s e  t h e ir  live d  
e xp e r ie n c e s  wit h  c h ild h o o d  
t r a u m a s  a s  t h e ir  s t r e n g t h s  

wo r kin g  wit h  De a f c h ild r e n  a n d  
t h e ir  fa m ilie s . Th e y kn o w wh a t  

n o t  t o  d o  t o  a vo id  h a r m fu l 
p r a c t ic e s

(Fleischer, et al., 2013; Rems -Smario 2020; Yosso, 2005 )



Deaf Educators are Former Children of PL 94-142
Rems-Smario 2020
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BEING vs. OVERCOMING

DEFICIT
MODEL 

MEDICAL 
MODEL 

OF DEAFNESS 
WHOLE 

DEAF CHILD

DEAF EDUCATORS’ DEAF 
COMMUNITY CULTURAL 
WEALTH RESOURCES

Overcoming deafness
DCCW BEING

DEAF
Embracing Deaf Identities

(Rems-Smario,2020)
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SB 210 Hitos del desarrollo del lenguaje
Estos Hitos del desarrollo del lenguaje fueron desarrollados por el comité del Proyecto del Senado 210 para niños sordos o con problemas de audición, desde recién nacidos hasta los cinco años de edad.
El primer año
Durante su primer año, los bebés observan, aprenden y absorben el lenguaje que los rodea. A pesar de que los bebés no siempre hablan o indican con señas demasiado durante este primer año, ellos absorben todas las palabras que usted les dice o le indica con señas, ¡así que asegúrese de hablarle y hacer indicaciones con señas a su bebé todo el tiempo!
0 - 3 meses
Su bebe mira a su alrededor y está atento a las caras de las personas.
Su bebé sonríe cuando lo ve a usted.
Su bebé muestra conciencia del entorno.
Su bebé reconoce y responde a la voz de una persona o al movimiento o la luz.
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ss/dh/sb210langmilestones-spa.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ss/dh/sb210langmilestones.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ss/dh/documents/sb210-pamplet.pdf    (California Department of Education, 2022 )
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