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Introductions

 Supervisor
 Denise Fournier Eng, MA, CCC-SLP

 Boston Children’s Hospital
 Deaf and Hard of Hearing Program
 Cochlear Implant Team

 Graduate Student Clinician
 Samantha Grynberg

 Emerson College
 Florida State University
 ASL Classroom Facilitator, Tallahassee, Florida
 Placement at Horace Mann School for the Deaf, Boston, MA (interrupted by the Covid 19 

quarantine)

BCH Deaf and Hard of Hearing Program + Emerson College
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Going virtual…

 To do list…
 Get computer set up with VPN and access to remote desktop
 Figure out the technology for going virtual
 Find a place in my house as everyone moved home
 Learn a lot of Tier 3 vocabulary
 Complete PDPs/CEUs
 Get out-of-state license(s)
 Learn how to provide remote speech-language/aural habilitation therapy and assessment
 Get parents to buy in
 Adapt materials for remote services
 Learn something new everyday
 Add an intern

It was kind of unexpected!
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Adding a graduate student clinician

Clinical Training

Logistics

Medical 
Records

Behavior 
Management

Technology

Independence

Supervisory
Conferences

Materials

ASHA

Parent
consent
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Clinical Skills
First some sincere thanks to parents and to Sam!

Parents have been incredibly welcoming and generous in supporting Sam’s virtual clinical education
And Sam has been incredibly flexible, curious and willing to learn as we figured out this virtual model together!

And thanks to Amy Wetherby and her team at Baby Navigator for making her training and information 
available, especially in the early stages of the Covid 19 quarantine.
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Clinical Skills

 Growing observation skills that encompass behavior, interaction, play, communication, language, listening 
and speech

Observation, data collection and notes

Assessment and goal-setting

 Understanding assessment tools and communication sample analysis for monitoring progress and setting 
goals
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Clinical Skills

 Establishing a solid foundation in understanding developmental expectations for speech, language and 
communication development 

 Implementing a “top-down”, “communication first” model that leads with age appropriate social/pragmatic 
language expectations

Research and resources

Baby Navigator Social Communication Growth Charts
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Clinical Skills

 Integrating discrete skills practice within natural play interactions

Focused stimulation and discrete skills
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Clinical Skills

 Incorporating parent observations and feedback into assessment and intervention

 Fostering the graduate student clinician’s abilities to provide suggestions for child-centered activities, make 
observations and recommendations for next steps, and provide parent-centered guidance and information

Parent Focus
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Supervisor Skills

 Challenges
 Regulation for All
 Passing on clinical responsibilities
 Limited multi-disciplinary team opportunities
 No opportunity for in person clinical experiences
 Delayed access to medical records

 Successes
 Sharing resources and research
 Increased opportunities for participation in IEP and IFSP team meetings
 Expanded teaching and conferencing time
 “Mastering” intern on a shelf 

Successes and Challenges I’m trying to 
wonder…

Maizie age 3 1/2
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Collaborative Training (Getting on the Same Page)

WActive

Autism Navigator Webinar Series
Earlier Detection of Autism and Access to Care

Effective strategies for DHHP children and their 
families

Active Engagement Model
Wetherby et al 2018 

Regulation
Productivity
Social Connection
Visual Engagement
Interaction
Communication
Language

Setting up the home environment for optimal communication opportunities 
during virtual visits
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Virtual Environment
Child – Parent – Intern – SLP

Child

Follow the child’s typical 
routine (in a time when 
nothing is typical)

Parent

Schedule around parents’ 
work obligations

Intern

Flexibility

SLP

Gate-keeper



14

Active Engagement – Regulation + Productive Actions
Child – Parent – Intern – SLP
 Tricks and Strategies

 Sharing materials (special delivery)
 Sensory boxes
 Snuggling
 Breakfast together (including siblings)
 Crafts 
 Pretend play
 Themes 
 Social stories

 “Online” and on-the-fly
 Sensory activities (parent led)
 Parent coaching
 Child-initiated pretend play (ready books, videos and games)

Wetherby et al, 2018
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Active Engagement – Social Connection and Visual Engagement

Child – Parent – Intern – SLP

 Tricks and Strategies
 Having the same materials (show & tell)
 Building on a theme – ready and related books, videos and toys
 Parent coaching to facilitate visual scanning and making connections

 Create multiple opportunities for focused language stimulation
 Coordinated in-person and virtual materials
 Picture schedules, stories and songs

Wetherby et al, 2018
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Active Engagement – Interaction, Communication & Language

Child – Parent – Intern – SLP

 Select speech, language, communication and listening targets in context
 Targets are planned but activities are flexible

Wetherby et al, 2018



17

Graduate Student Clinician Skills

 Challenges
 Missed the “deep dive” into audiological, otolaryngology and medical records (planned for Spring 2021!)
 No in person clinical opportunities (yet!)
 Feeling one step behind 
 Opportunities for independent implementation of assessment tools and expanded error analysis
 Closing the loop

 Successes
 Expanded role in observation
 Team meetings and collaboration with school SLPs, ABA therapists
 Coordinated assessment and consultation with DHHP psychologists
 Participation in CI team
 Conferencing discussions: methodology, clinical writing, terminology, medical vs educational model
 Enhanced language modeling skills – keeping adult models within the “zone of proximal development” 

while still setting high and appropriate expectations and avoiding linguistic withholding
 Flexibility! The ability to follow the child’s lead while maintaining focus on goals
 Great connections with children!

Successes and Challenges
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